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HEPWORTH PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF PARISH COUNCIL MEETING
HEPWORTH PAVILION
THURSDAY 15th October 2026
7.30pm

PRESENT:
Councillor Garry Bloomfield (GB) (Chair)
Councillor Louise Robinson (LR) 
Councillor Marjorie MacPherson (MM)
Councillor Hollie Williams (HW) 
Councillor Nigel Burrows (NBu)

IN ATTENDANCE:
Linda Clark (Parish Clerk)
District Cllr Carol Bull (CB)
SCC Cllr Harry Richardson (HR)
No members of the public

26/92	APOLOGIES

Councillors Nick Bennett and Perry Penn sent apologies which were accepted.

26/93	DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
	
	None

26/94	PUBLIC FORUM

None


26/95	REPORTS FROM AND QUESTIONS TO BOTH DISTRICT AND COUNTY COUNCILLORS

a. County Cllr Update.  County Cllr Richardson had submitted a report, attached. 

HR confirmed that he has asked for a separate meeting with Jaynic.

The A143 has been shut twice in the last six weeks causing further damage to the road. HR will be sending a letter to the Blackbourn Resilience Group to arrange a meeting with them, Suffolk Highways, and other local authorities to look at ways of resolving future traffic issues.

HR commented on the Suffolk County Council Corporate Plan which contains lots of information and details an approximate overspend of 7 million pounds. GB commented that the A143 had not been mentioned in the Suffolk Road and Partners section.

NBu asked HR for more information on the Blackbourn Resilience Group. 
HR confirmed that closures on the A143 had affected the parishes around the road closures. He explained that when an A road gets closed another A road should offer a diversion. However, instead traffic cuts through the local villages of Stanton, Ixworth, Bardwell, Barningham and Hepworth where there is no active traffic management and that representatives from these parishes have formed a collective response. NBu asked if any SCC Highways Officers attended the meetings. HR confirmed they were invited and it was hoped they would attend.

b. District Cllr Update.  CB updated the following:

Carol Bull confirmed the additional street sign had been ordered and it would be part of a larger batch of signs to follow.

CB confirmed the meeting with Marie Smith had been arranged as requested.

CB presented slides of WSC’s new Scheme of delegation.

The Facilities Matrix (2026 Audit of Settlement Services) needs to be back by 23.10.26 (5pm)
GB confirmed the link was not working in the document. CB to action.

CB spoke to Andy Smith (Senior Enforcement Officer) about the Clarkes Sign and he will reply soon. NBu offered information to CB to assist with progress.  

CB hopes to have more information by the end of October 2026 on the Local Government Reorganisation.

More information should be available about the appointment of a Mayor by November 2026.

It was confirmed there would be a Local Plan Consultation in January 2027. Hepworth, as a type B village, would only be suitable for small-scale infill development within the designated settlement boundary.

CB mentioned the meeting planned at Hepworth Pavilion by Equation on 20th October between 3.00pm – 6.30pm. It was confirmed that a flyer has been distributed to only some of the residents of Hepworth. CB and Councillors will attend and raise awareness in the Community. 

CB advised that West Suffolk Council Development Control Committee has approved the planning application for the four large poultry breeding sheds in Thelnetham, but due to the local controversy there may be a legal challenge by campaigners and local parish representatives to explore potential legal action and a judicial review against the council’s decision.  


26/96	MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING

Minutes of the meeting held on 24th September 2026 had been previously circulated, were updated and it was resolved that these were an accurate record of the meeting.


26/97	MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES

26/81	PP to report on maintenance work between bus stop (South) and Wood Lane at the next meeting.

26/82 	CB reported there had been a change to the WSC delegation procedures.

26/44	GB confirmed the second Speed Indicator Device had been purchased and installed and thanked the District and County Councillor for securing most of the funding. GB asked HW if she could try and sell the old device. HW to contact Robin Shackleton.

	LC confirmed that there was no need for existing Councillors to recomplete Register of Interest Forms. NBu confirmed that his forms had been completed.

[bookmark: _Hlk183334365]
26/98	FINANCE AND ADMINISTRATION

a. Finance Report.  The meeting noted the finance report. 
Current Account Balance £7410.80 at 30.09.26
Savings Account Balance £4000.00 at 30.09.26

The following amounts were considered and authorised for payment:

	Request
	Amount

	Clerks Wages October 2026
	247.10

	Salc Invoice For 12 Months Payroll
	122.40

	Pensioners Christmas Lunch Donation
	100.00

	RBL Ixworth Donation For Wreath
	  25.00

	Speed Indicator Device Invoice
	2807.99


          
LC confirmed work had commenced on preparing next years’ budget ready for the November meeting.


26/99	PLANNING MATTERS

a. Birch Tree Farm 26/86
It was confirmed that a meeting has been arranged with Marie Smith for the 04.11.26 to discuss the Inspectorates report.

b. Equation Properties Revised Proposals For Sentinel Park – DC/26/1468/EIASCO
GB outlined the latest submission from Equation concerning an updated Environmental Impact assessment.
GB advised that HPC’s comments on the previous Environmental Impact Assessment (2022) had not been recorded on the West Suffolk planning website, but these items remained important for the new consultation. GB raised what would happen if the Jaynic development doesn’t go through with the roundabout? NBu advised that Equation are asking what needs to be included in the Environmental Impact Assessment and Hepworth Parish Council should supply the information previously submitted. NBu suggested that certain scoped out topics should be focused on in any future application, e.g. Air Quality, Noise and Vibration, Water and Flood Risk and also Light Pollution were areas of significant local concern. The cumulative effects of the development in conjunction with others should also be identified and assessed in any future application. GB to submit comments by 22.10.26. GB hopes to arrange a meeting with Stanton, Bardwell, Walsham and Hepworth with representatives from Equation to discuss their plans for the development. NBu reminded the meeting that there was a permission for temporary storage on site and a maximum height for storage has been approved by West Suffolk Council.

It was noted that the Equation meeting is taking place on Tuesday 20th October 2026, 3.00pm – 6.30pm, at Hepworth Pavilion and some Councillors confirmed they would be attending. 
 
   
c. Parish Consultation: 2026 Audit of Settlement Services & Facilities
     GB to submit the Parish information once link is working, deadline for submission 23.10.26
     (5.00pm).      

d. West Suffolk Call For Sites
No further discussion at this stage.

e. 26/86 Clarkes Sign
Further discussion took place regarding the Clarkes Sign. NBu asked CB if West Suffolk Council were going to prosecute Clarkes and highlighted that there was a timescale through the magistrates’ courts to be considered. NBu offered CB some information to help the process along. Regulation 30 of the Advertisement Regulations and Section 224 of the Planning Act indicate an offence has occurred, and that West Suffolk Council have the right to prosecute. CB confirmed that West Suffolk Council would respond. MM also expressed timescale concerns.  It was confirmed that Andy Smith is the Senior Enforcement Officer for the case and that a reply would be received in the next few days. 


26/100  HIGHWAYS MATTERS

a. Bus Shelter Progess
LR confirmed she had contacted Passenger Transport and that the Shelter is on the next order from the supplier, they will advise when it arrives.
	
b. A143 Update
None.

     c.	Request To Lower Hedge Height
LR confirmed she requested the hedge height be lowered between The Street and the Recreation Hall.

26/101	 CORRESPONDENCE
	Anglian Water
a. GB confirmed he had circulated a letter recently sent to Anglian Water and that the Parish Council is waiting for a response.

26/102	 QUESTIONS TO THE CHAIRMAN

a. Green Shelter
LR to submit information on Seed Swops to the Hepworth Herald.

b. Christmas Carol Concert
LC to advise MM once notification is received.

c. Defibrillator Maintenance
LR advised Richard would prefer to stop monitoring the Defibrillator. LR volunteered to take this over and it was noted that it has a new batteries and pads but that future expenses need to be allowed for. Clerk noted for Budget. LR confirmed the information is recorded on Circuit.

d. Cars Parked On Church Lane
HW advised that cars parked on Church Lane were causing problems with bin lorry access and could potentially restrict access for emergency services.

e. Email Protocols
To be discussed at next meeting. LC to provide information.

f. Minutes Of Meetings
NBu on distribution of minutes, Clerk to set a deadline for review by Councillors. Councillors to respond to GB within 3 days with any changes. GB to request changes as required. LC to check with SALC regarding the recording of meetings. 

26/103	 DATE OF NEXT MEETING

It was agreed that the next Parish Council meeting will be on Thursday November 19th 2026 at 7.30 pm. 


The meeting closed at 9.05pm.



Linda Clark
Parish Clerk
16th October 2026





